Beginning Orchestra Terms

1. Bass clef – the sign on a staff to indicate low notes.

2. Time Signature – the top number tells how many beats are in a measure. The bottom number tells which kind of note gets one beat.

3. Measures – The dividing part of music that is separated by bar lines and vertical lines. 

4. Beat – a steady repetition felt in music.

5. Sixteenth note – a note, which lasts for a ¼ of a beat in 4/4 time.

6. Eighth note – a note, which lasts for half a beat in 4/4 time.

7. Orchestra – a balanced group of instruments consisting of strings, woodwinds, brass, and percussion.

8. Counting – to determine the number or amount of something.

9. String – a family of instruments that have strings and are played by strumming the strings or by using a bow. A piano is also in this group.

10. Half rest – a silence that lasts for two beats.

11. Quarter note – it gets one beat in 4/4 time.

12. Treble Clef – the clef used for high-pitched instruments.

13. Repeat sign – shows that music should be repeated.

14. Whole note – gets 4 beats in 4/4 time.

15. Cello – a large instrument in the string family that is played with a bow.

16. Whole rest – a rest that has 4 beats in 4/4 time.

17. Alto clef – the alto clef or the c clef family shows where middle c is placed. It is used for medium sounding instruments.

18. Quarter rest – this type of rest gets one beat.

19. Eighth rest – a silence for the length of an eighth note.

20. Bass – the largest string instrument in an orchestra.

21. Double bar – marks the end of a section or song.

22. Music staff – a series of five lines and four spaces that is used for musical notation.

23. Fiddle – an informal name for a violin.

24. Viola – a bowed stringed musical instrument like a violin but slightly larger and lower in pitch.

25. Half note – In 4/4 time, a note that gets 2 beats.

26. Barlines – Vertical lines dividing the staff into equal measures.

27. Violin – an instrument in the string family that is played with a bow.

